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GAO assists congressional decision makers in their deliberations by furnishing them with analytical information
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used methodologies, GAO s policy guidance includes documents such as methodology transfer papers and
technical guides. This methodology transfer paper addresses the logic of program evaluation designs. It
introduces key issues in planning evaluation studies of federal programs to best meet decision makers needs
while accounting for the constraints evaluators face. It describes diGerent types of evaluations for answering
varied questions about program performance, the process of designing evaluation studies, and key issues to
consider toward ensuring overall study quality.
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