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yellow is speed up, and red is stop. o, S you may begin your testimony, Mr. Anderson. Welcome to the
Committee; and lets go. STATEMENT OF ROBERT ANDERSON, DEPUTY ASSISTANT FOR MINERALS, REALTY,

AND RESOURCE PROTECTION, BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT Mr. R A. Mr. Chairman, thank you for the
oppor-OBERT NDERSON tunity to testify on H. R. 4874. This bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to disclaim
any Federal interest in lands adjacent to Spirit and Twin Lakes in Idaho resulting from omission of such lands
from an 1880 survey. The Department of Interior supports H. R. 4874. Errors were recently discovered in the
1880 survey of the Spirit and Twin Lakes area. The original survey shows the meander lines along the lakes at
up to 1 2 mile away from their actual location, in effect omitting about 600 acres of land from the official
survey of record. Between 1891 and 1908, land surrounding the lakes was patented out of Federal ownership
based on the belief that the 1880 survey was correct. A discovery of errors in the 1880 survey raises concerns
about potential clouds on title to some 400 prop-erties along these two lakes. Many property owners have a
chain of title that goes back over 100 years. No one disputes that the cur-rent cloud on the title is due to errors
of the 1880 survey. The Bureau of Land Management has no interest in retaining the lands and believes it is in
the public interest to remove...
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