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Assistant Bishop of Virginia, to the Ministers, Members, and Friends, of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the
Diocese of Virginia, on the Duty of A=ording Religious Instruction to Thoses in Bondage Dear Brethren and
Friends: When at the late Convention of our Church in the city of Richmond, I was led to discourse on the great
e=icacy of God s word as preached by his ministers, and a desire was manifested, that the remarks then made
should be published and more generally di=used, it will be remembered, by many of you, that I discouraged the
proposal; and I did it, as was then stated, from a conviction that there was nothing in the general tanor of the
discourse, either new or striking, to render it worthy of publication. There was, however, a subsequent
resolution and request of the Convention, which I dared not then discourage, and must not now neglect. I am
thereby called upon to address a Pastoral Letter to the Churches, on one important and interesting topic, which
was briefly, though earnestly, pressed in the discourse referred to: I mean the application of the blessed word of
God, to a large and destitute portion of our fellow creatures - those who are in bondage to us. Surely it was the
good spirit of him who has told us to render that which is just and equal to our servants, remembering that we,
also, have a Master in Heaven, which put it into my heart to propose this subject; and which opened the hearts
of those who heard it, to desire, that for their benefit, and...
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