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The New York Review of Books, Inc. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Records of Shelley, Byron
and the Author, Edward John Trelawny, Anne Barton, In 1822, after having been discharged from the British
navy, deserted by his wife, and as good as disowned by his father, the thirty-two year old Edward John
Trelawny set off for Italy to make the acquaintance of his hero, Lord Byron. "I have met today the
personification of my Corsair," Byron wrote in a letter. "He sleeps with the poem under his pillow, and all his
past adventures and present manners aim at this personification." But though Byron enjoyed the company of
his admirer, and was eventually to embark with him on his ill-fated final expedition to aid in the War of Greek
Independence, he had grown guarded and ironical with age, and the perfect meeting of minds that Trelawny
had envisioned was not to be. Shelley, however, enchanted him. In the months before his death at sea, he and
Trelawny were frequent companions, and the young poet emerges from these pages in all his splendid
carelessness and otherworldly concentration.
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