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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****Excerpt from Geology Chemical, Physical, and Stratigraphical,
Vol. 1 of 2 So many excellent elementary works on Geology have been published during the last few years, that
any new work on the subject might be thought unnecessary. In a science like Geology, however, where facts
have to be recorded and hypotheses put forward, although textbooks must record the same facts and describe
the same phenomena, the interpretation of them is, in many cases, open to such different constructions (each
necessarily bearing the stamp of the author s own particular views), that, with a common framework, there
may be great diversity of treatment and of opinion on the theoretical questions involved. For example, the
fundamental question of time and force has given rise to two schools, one of which adopts uniformity of action
in all time, - while the other considers that the physical forces were more active and energetic in geological
periods than at present. On the Continent and in America the latter view prevails, but in this country the theory
of uniformity has been more generally held and taught. To this theory | have always seen very grave objections;
so when asked by the Delegates of the Press, soon after my appointment here in 1874, to undertake a work of
this description, however much | might have hesitated under other circumstances, | felt | should be supplying a
want by placing before the student the views of a school which, until of late, has hardly had its exponent in
English text-books. The eloquence and ability with which Uniformitarianism has been advocated, furthered by
the palpable objections to the extreme views held by some eminent geologists of...
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