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States. Excerpt: . . . 11 SSA Mr. I. | ask unanimous consent that the briefing memo pre-pared by the
subcommittee and staff be inserted into the record as well as all other relevant materials. | now yield to the
ranking member, the gentleman from New York, for his opening statement. IGGINS Mr. H. Thank you, Mr.

Chairman. | dont have an opening statement, but on behalf of ranking member Diane Watson | would ask that
her statement be submit-ted into the record. Mr. I. Without objection, so ordered. SSA IGGINS Mr. H. | want to
hear the testimony of the expert panel-ists. SSA Mr. I. Mr. Kucinich, would you have an opening remark Mr. K. |
do, thank you, Mr. Chairman. UCINICH Today, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission sits before us with the
2006 Summer Energy Market Assessment. This Assess-ment outlines four geographic areas that may be unable
to deal with the surge in electricity demand this summer. Blackouts are possible in those areas. | want to thank
FERC for identifying these areas before we set into the hottest days of summer. But | want to point out that this
list is substantially similar to the lists of past years. | hope that FERC will explain to the committee today why
these areas con-tinue to reappear on the list, year after year. | would also like to note for the record that in the
2003 Summer Energy Market Assessment, FERC failed to identify Ohio as an area of concern. Shortly thereafter,
in August 2003, the United States suffered its largest blackout ever. This blackout began in Ohio, and it spread...
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